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inside the German Reich of the Weimar regime. The great majority
of the population was accounted for by the Catholics and the Social-
Democrats between them; and in the Weimar Republic both these
elements had their fair share, not only in the government of the
Reich, but in the general control and management of affairs. For the
Austrian Republic, to become a Land of the Reich under the Weimar
regime might still have been painful, because it would have meant
bidding a final farewell to the Imperial Austrian tradition, but an
Anschluss under these conditions would not have had the full measure
of the distastefulness which had deterred the Austrian Germans
from throwing in their lot with the Reich under the pre-war Bis-
marckian regime, when the Reich was dominated by the Prussian
Junkers, and when the Catholics, as well as the Social-Democrats,
were looked at askance by the ruling element as being more or less
alien from the spirit of the established political dispensation.
The situation changed very greatly when, in Germany, Herr Hitler
and his followers pulled down ethe System of Weimar' and set up
'the Third Reich' in its stead. A detailed record of this change will
be reserved for a later volume, since the forces now set in motion
came to a head in a later year. In this place, the reactions of the
Austrians need only be indicated in a general way as a necessary
part of a survey of the effects of the Nazi Revolution in Germany
outside the frontiers of the Reich. Some indication of this reaction
in Austria is required, in particular, in order to explain the reaction
in Italy.
In Austria, the Nazis followed the tactics of attempting to make
themselves masters of the country de facto in anticipation, or perhaps
even in lieu, of a de jure change in the state of affairs that had been
established by the Peace Settlement; and, after an early promise of
success, these tactics began to defeat themselves.
The Austrians were ripe for a militant propaganda in 1933; for
although Austria had stood out, in the post-war years, as the most
long-suffering, as well as the most sorely afflicted, of all the defeated
countries, the temper of her people had been tried beyond endurance
by the advent of the World Economic Depression—a fresh turn of
the screw which in Austria's case found a plausible explanation,
ready to hand, in the intolerable plight to which the Treaty of
St. Germain had reduced her. This rising Austrian temper had been
exasperated further, in 1931, by the renewal of the veto upon union
with Germany, even in the studiously non-political form of the
project for an Austro-German customs union. And when the Nazi
movement swept over the Reich in 1933 it immediately captured, in

